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Beyond Branding

Backupthosefiles
�Make financial year end a little easier on yourself

BY STEVEN COHEN
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Handwriting reveals
more than swirls
BY ANTOINETTE GMEINER

All the above handwriting
samples were made by a man
in his early 70s, called A.J He
had a brain tumour at the front
of his right parietal lobe, near
the post central gyrus, which
left him dizzy and subject to
seizures. A.J wrote the samples
at the top five and six days
before a major seizure. You can
see great differences in the
flow between the 5 June
sample and the one written just
a day earlier. Clearly, A.J had
suffered a debilitating
neurological event on 4 June
and recovered the following
day. Nevertheless, even in the
better sample, you can see
arhythmic disconnections. Note
the lack of ability to connect
the “d” with the “r” in the name
“Andrew.” This kind of
arhythmic indicates a disruption
in communication between the
brain’s two hemispheres caused
by either the seizures or the
tumour in the parietal lobe.

Five days later, on 10 June,
A.J. suffered a seizure that
caused him to collapse and
then to walk with awkward
movements.

The third signature was
made on 15 June. Note the

evidence of what is called
akinesia: the handwriting
appears flaccid and has weak
pressure. Two weeks later, on
19 June, A.J underwent brain
surgery to remove the grade 4
glioblastoma. The fourth sample
was given a month after the
surgery.

The ability to integrate simple
curved movements had been
severely disrupted. Also, the
directionality of the writing trail
is troubled and the baseline
undulates. This increased lack
of muscle control (ataxia)
suggests an additional problem
in the central nervous system.

The last sample, given four
months after surgery, shows
that A.J was still severely
disabled.

At this time, he was
paralysed on his left side.

His writing reflects not only
the grave disruption of activity
in his right parietal lobe and
brain damage caused by
seizures, but also problems
from deeper areas of the brain,
perhaps the basal ganglia.
� Gmeiner is the chief

executive officer of Orion
Business Solutions and a
registered graphologist. For
more information contact her at
� 011 718 6484 or
www.oriongroup.co.za.
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Steven Cohen stresses that all files should be backed up to save
money and time.

A.J’s handwriting before and after a brain surgery shows major
differences in the letters.

6/4/1994
6 days before
a major seizure

6/5/1994
5 days before
a major seizure

6/15/1994
5 days after
a major seizure

7/29/1994
1 month
after surgery

10/10/1994
4 months
after surgery


